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Costumed interpreters commemorating the 250th 
Anniversary of the French and Indian War pose with 
Assemblyman Peter D. Lopez (127th District) at 
NYSTVA’s “Wake Up To Tourism”  breakfast event in 
Albany March 12, 2008. 

Kelly, Elizabeth, Wayne and Deb enjoy the  
Hospitality Suite at the Governor’s Tourism 
Conference, Lake George, May 14 & 15, 2008. 
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From Dawn Borchert 
 
1 Bottle of Orville Redenbacher (Buttery Flavor Popcorn Oil) 12 oz 
1 Packet of Ranch Dressing 
1 Tablespoon of Garlic Powder 
1 Tablespoon of Dry Dill 
2 pounds of Pretzels (any shape you like, stick, etc.) 
 
Mix oil, ranch dressing, garlic and dill in a bowl.  Then pour over  
pretzels, place the pretzels in big plastic container and mix every 15  
minutes for 1 to 2 hrs.  The pretzels will soak up the oil. 
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Mark Anderson (left), Owner of Camp Chautauqua in Stowe, NY (and 
Chairman of the National Association of RV Parks and Campgrounds), 
joins Donald G. Bennett, Jr, (right) Executive Administrator of Camp-
ground Owners of New York (and NYSTVA Board member),  in con-
gratulating Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne (center), who 
was honored with the “ARVC Federal RVer of the Year” award during 
ARVC’s National Issues Conference, held in Falls Church, VA, this 
past May. 
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Dave Peterson, Swedish Hill Vineyard, Cameron Hosmer, Hosmer 
Winery, Steve DiFrancesco, Knapp Winery and Jeff Houck, Lucas 
Vineyards at the 25th Anniversary Press Conference. 



For access to all travel & tourism related state & federal bill 
trackers & descriptions, go to nystva.org and click the “Gov’t 
Affairs” link. 
NYS ASSEMBLY BILL A06933 
A06933 SUMMARY: Requires the NYS tourism website to be 
displayed in any advertisement or public service announcement 
funded by state money.    
SAME AS: No same as 
SPONSOR: Rivera N 
COSPNSR: Morelle 
A08551 ACTIONS: 
03/22/2007 referred to tourism, arts and sports development 
05/09/2007 reported 
05/10/2007 advanced to third reading cal.461 
05/15/2007 passed assembly 
05/15/2007 delivered to senate  

05/15/2007 REFERRED TO TOURISM, RECREATION AND 
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT 
01/09/2008 DIED IN SENATE 
01/09/2008 RETURNED TO ASSEMBLY 
01/09/2008 ordered to third reading cal.468 
01/23/2008 committed to tourism, arts and sports development 
04/29/2008 reported 
05/01/2008 advanced to third reading cal.872 
05/05/2008 passed assembly 
05/05/2008 delivered to senate 
05/05/2008 REFERRED TO TOURISM, RECREATION AND 
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT  
PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: This bill seeks to 
increase traffic to the state tourism website by placing the web 
address on all state advertisements in a manner so as to be 
easily read by consumers. 
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· Susan Dove of the Skaneateles Chamber of Commerce 
reports: Governor David Paterson has taken the bull by the 
horns, and after twenty years of trying to get garbage trucks 
from NYC to stick to the interstates, a local consortium of in-
terested citizens have gained success.  Governor Paterson 
announced on Monday, May 12th that the NYS Department of 
Transportation would be required to regulate certain trucks 
from traveling on State Roads like Routes 41 and 41A, and 
stick to the interstates.  Paterson reiterated that our local 
roads were never designed for these heavy trucks loaded with 
toxic materials. These efforts will preserve the quality of life, 
maintain the quality of drinking water in Skaneateles Lake, 
promote clean air and stop noise pollution from the truck traffic 
in our area small towns and villages.�

· A retirement has occurred in Seneca County. Moe Young 
(formerly known as Koch) retired on March 28, 2008.  
After 11 years as Tourism Director, Moe has started a new 
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These ladies want to tell you where to go!  Working info booths at the 
2008 AAA Southern New England Show, Foxborough, MA, are (L to R): 
Christine Worth, Wayne Co. Tourism; Lisa Burns, Livingston Co. 
Chamber of Commerce; Sheila Guidice, Corning Museum of Glass; 
Danielle Roman, Steuben Co. Conference & Visitors Bureau; Dawn 
Borchert, NYSTVA; and Moe Young, Seneca Co. Tourism.  
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phase of her life. She was married on 7-7-07, so retirement for 
the newlywed is a wonderful thing. She is enjoying the travel to 
Denver to visit the granddaughters and accompanying her 
other daughter on European Business trips. There are many 
motorcycle trips planned with her husband Russ, including, 
Lake George, New Hampshire, Alexandria Bay, Niagara 
Falls and the 105th 
Anniversary of Harley 
Davidson in Milwau-
kee. She said she will 
miss all her tourism 
friends but hope they 
will have successful 
years ahead. If you 
would like to con-
tact Moe, her home e
-mail is: moeyoung1@yahoo.com.�

· Oswego County unveiled its new tourism Web site, at 
www.oswegotourism.com, during National Tourism Week. The 
launch began on Monday, May 12.  The tourism site, which 
was completely re-designed, contains stunning photographs, 
detailed maps, current fishing conditions, and several interac-
tive features to help visitors plan their trip.  

· Wayne Hale, Jr. of Orleans County Tourism, is pleased to 
anounce: Orleans County tourism is off to a great start in 2008 
with two new destinations!  Leonard Oakes Estate Winery, our 
first-ever winery, opened May 3rd on the Niagara Wine Trail.  
Group leaders from Onondaga Coach got a sneak preview on 
April 30th during a Country Byways fam tour. Also, a new and 
unique attraction that is growing by the week is our Country 
Barn Quilt Trail located just off the Seaway Trail.  Over 20 
wooden quilt patterns affixed to barns in the town of Kendall 
have family stories to tell, with names like The Farmer’s 
Daughter, Circle the Field, and Joseph’s Coat. Narratives for 
each quilt can be heard using OnCell Audio. Lora Partyka, of 
Partyka Farms, made the connection with OnCell while attend-
ing the Rural Tourism Conference. 

· Sarah Wiles proudly 
announces that Mid-
Lakes Navigation Co., 
Ltd. celebrates 40 years 
this summer. In 1968, 

Peter Wiles Sr. bought an antique 20-passenger tour boat 
called Pat II to take passengers on the daily mail delivery trip 
on Skaneateles Lake. Shortly therafter, they began serving full 
sit-down dinners each evening aboard the little boat. Forty 

years later, the Mid-Lakes fleet includes 12 boats on New 
York’s canals and two on Skaneateles Lake, still owned and 
operated by the Wiles family (Sarah, Peter Jr., Hattie Beck-
Andersen, Libby Wing and Dan, plus assorted third generation 
members). “Dad had unusual vision,” said Peter Wiles Jr., 
president of Mid-Lakes Navigation. “He saw his company not 
only as a way to make a living, but also as a tool for teaching 
his children and a means of contributing to the success of the 
region. He knew that all those things were connected and 
working toward any one of his goals benefited the others.”  

· Author Christine Smyczynski, a native western New Yorker 
with a longtime interest in regional history and local attractions, 
has published the second edition of WESTERN NEW YORK: 
An Explorer’s Guide: From Niagara Falls and Southern 
Ontario to the Western Edge of the Finger Lakes (The 
Countryman Press, June 2008). It is the only guidebook that 
focuses specifically on the western region of the state, and will 
begin appearing on store shelves within the next few weeks, 
having been updated with hundreds of new listings. 

· Valerie Knoblauch, President of 
the Finger Lakes Visitors Con-
nection (Ontario County), has 
been appointed as Chair of the 
Travel Industry Association of 
America’s Communications Com-
mittee for 2008.  She served on the 
National Council of Destination 
Organizations from 1999 to 2003 
and is currently on the Board of 
Directors of the Travel Industry 
Association of America (TIA) having served on the board since 
2004.  As well as being named chair of the Communications 
Committee Ms. Knoblauch also serves on the Discover Amer-
ica Task Force.  

· Nancy Petramale, Sales & Marketing Manager for the 
Greene County Tourism Promotion Department, won the 
prestigious "Outstanding Tourism Employee of the Year" 
award from the New York State Hospitality and Tourism Asso-
ciation (NYSH&TA). Ms. Petramale received the award at the 
"Stars of the Industry" gala and awards banquet in Albany, NY 
on March 10, in front of hundreds of tourism industry profes-
sionals.� 

· The Routes 5 and 20 Tourism Promotion Group has an-
nounced the start of a new initiative for 2008, designed to at-
tract visitors to this historic roadway. The “Farms, Food and 



Fun Geochache Adventure” is a modern day treasure hunt, com-
bining the tools of the high tech GPS (Global Positioning Sys-
tem) unit with a bit of old fashioned detective work. “Geocaching 
is a perfect way to explore the agricultural treasures of historic 
Routes 5 & 20,” said Meg Vanek of the Cayuga County Office 
of Tourism. “We hope that geocaching will become all the rage 
on Routes 5 and 20 this summer and fall,” stated Lisa Burns, 
Tourism Director of the Livingston County Chamber of Com-
merce and coordinator of the geocaching project.  “We have 
hidden twenty caches or ‘treasure boxes’ at strategic points 
within the Routes 5 & 20 corridor.” 

· The St. Lawrence County Chamber of Commerce has ap-
pointed Patricia (Pat) McKeown as its new executive director. 
McKeown has served as interim director since October and suc-
ceeds Karen St. Hilaire, who left the position last July to become 
the new St. Lawrence County Administrator. Pat McKeown is a 
resident of Massena, most recently retired from St. Lawrence-
Lewis BOCES where she worked as the Coordinator of Educa-
tional Partnerships, connecting business, industry and education, 
organizing the Gateways-to-Careers program and the Tech Prep 
program. She has also been a newspaper editor, news director 

for North Country Public Radio and the North Country liaison for 
former Governor Mario Cuomo.  

· Also from St. Lawrence Co. Chamber of Commerce: The 
Chamber was awarded an Explore NY grant to promote two 
dairy festivals in 2009 – the long running St. Lawrence County 
Dairy Princess Festival, and the to-be organized “Curds. No 
Whey! Festival” celebrating the great traditions of cheese in the 
county. 

· In April at the Albany Institute of History and Art, the Upstate 
History Alliance awarded Seaway Trail, Inc. a Certificate of 
Commendation for its 2007 Great Lakes Seaway Trail Ship-
wrecks Exhibit and Speakers Series. The award recognizes ex-
ceptional exhibits, innovative educational programs and publica-
tions, and outstanding volunteers or employees in the history 
and museum communities of New York State. The 2007 Great 
Lakes Seaway Trail Shipwrecks Exhibit and Speakers Series 
was the premiere effort by Seaway Trail, Inc. to feature a single 
theme across the multiple disciplines of its mission to promote 
travel, tourism and related economic development along New 
York’s freshwater shoreline. 
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